Library Thing

The most fun you can have as a librarian on the Web!

Library Thing is a social networking site for keeping track of your books. 
	Getting started with Library Thing

The user signup process is very quick and easy; so quick and easy that you will want to make sure that you write down your information and correctly type it in each time! 

· Visit: http://librarything.com 

· Choose an ID and password. Do not use symbols. 
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	Adding Records to Your Catalog
· Click on the “Add Books” tab at the top of the screen. 

· In the search box to the left of your screen, type in a book title or author of your choice. 
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	· Click on the title of the book. 
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	· Your book has now been added to your catalog. 
· Quickly add tags to help you find your titles. 
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	· Add tags (or subject headings) to the book. Remember, tags are any words that help you find the book. You can also add a star rating to the record. Separate multiple tags with commas. 
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	Viewing Your Catalog

· Click on the “Your Library” tab. 

· Double-click in any field to make changes. 
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	Sorting Your Records

The records can be sorting by author, title or rating by clicking on the appropriate heading at the top of your records. Notice the small up or down arrow next to the heading after it is selected. This will let you sort in ascending or descending order.


	

	Editing Records

· Click on the small picture of a pencil next to the right of the record
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	· Add additional tags, personal comments, a star rating, anything. 

· Save your changes. 

	

	Editing Your Profile
· Click on the “Profile” tab.

· Click on “Edit Profile / Account Settings.”

· Change your account from public to private, if desired. 

	

	Searching Your Library

· Click on the “Search” tab. 

· You can search by author or title within the “search for books” box. 

· You can search for your unique tags within the “search tags” box. 
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Not-to-miss Features:

· RSS: If you have a public collection, you can provide patrons an RSS feed of the newest books added to your collection. They can add this feed to their favorite news readers and see when new books are added. 
· Fabulous widgets for Websites and some blogs (not WordPress). See a working example of a widget added to a post: http://nhais.blogspot.com/search?q=librarything 
· Edit the public view of your library catalog. 
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· New! Collections: Now you can have multiple collections in your catalog.
· Use collections to keep track of the monthly book displays, children’s reading lists, book club selections, etc. (Click on “Your Library” to add or edit collections. 

· Import a list of titles from a spreadsheet or back up your collection. 
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More Library Thing Uses: 
Readers’ Advisory: 
· Keep a personal readers’ advisory account or collection to help you recommend books to your patrons. 
Keep a collection of book displays. 
· Start a new collection for each place in the library you display books. 

· Remember to tag each book with the month it was on display!

· Change the book covers in your LT collect to accurately show the book covers in your library. 
Read alike titles:
· Create collections of books for readers who enjoy a specific author. 
What will you use Library Thing for?

Library Thing is free for collections containing less than 200 titles. 





If you are starting an account for your non-profit library, follow the instructions from this link: 


� HYPERLINK "http://lat.librarything.com/organizations" ��http://lat.librarything.com/organizations�
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