
ENJOYING eBOOKS ON iOS

What you’ll need: 
• An iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad running iOS 4.0 or greater
• Check to see if your iPhone, iPad, or iPod Touch is connected to the Internet. 
• An Adobe ID (and password) 
• An Internet Connection
• An email account that you can access on your iOS device
• A valid library card

Before getting started... 

Update your Apple device
• Plug your device into your computer
• Open iTunes
• Make sure the iOS is 4.0 or greater or check for an update

Get an Adobe ID (or know your existing ID and password).
• If you do not already have an Adobe ID, visit Adobe.com and 

register for a new account. Adobe manages the Digital Rights 
Management (DRM) of the library’s eBooks. As part of the 
installation process, the app must be authenticated with an Adobe 
ID before downloading an eBook. 

Find and install the software or mobile app: 
• Using iTunes on your computer or the App Store on your device, 

search for “OverDrive Media Console” and download the app. 



• If downloading through your computer, be sure to sync your device to add the app. 

Authorize your app with your Adobe ID:
• Before downloading an eBook, visit “Settings” and authorize the 

app with your Adobe ID. 
• Tap “Authorize with Adobe ID” 
• Enter your email address and password. (This requires an Internet 

connection.)
• The same button should now read “Adobe ID: [your email address].

At this point you have options! You can follow the instructions to 
checkout and download the eBooks directly on your iOS device or 
checkout, download, and email the eBook from your desktop/laptop 
computer to open on your iOS device. These instructions are for the second option. 

Visit the Website on a desktop or laptop computer, checkout, download, and email: 
• Finding an available eBook on the mobile version of the site is difficult. There is no 

way to isolate the available books from the majority of books that are currently 
checked out. 

• To view available eBooks: Click on Advanced Search >> Format: Adobe EPUB 
eBooks >> Check: Only view titles with copies available >> Search

• If you have trouble logging into the site, speak to your local librarian about any 
additional information you might need to log into the NHDB Website. Some 
libraries use prefixes to make their patron numbers unique. 



• Browse for an available eBook
• When you find one, click “Add to Cart.”
• Proceed to checkout, confirm, etc. 
• Click the blue Download button. 

Here's where things will vary considerably depending on the operating system and browser you 
use... Once you click the blue "Download" button, your browser takes over. Using Firefox and 
Internet Explorer, you might get the option to "Open" or Save." Other browsers like Chrome 
and Safari might automatically download the file to a downloads folder. 

The recommended action is to save the file somewhere you'll be able to find it again. 

• Next, compose a new email to yourself.
• Attach the .ascm file to your email. 

• Send the email to an account that you can access from your iOS device. 
• Open the email on your iOS device. 
• Tap the file to start opening it. 



     
• You might need to choose an application to open it with. 
• The iOS device will give you the option to open the file in any application that 

handles protected EPUB files. 
• Open the file with OverDrive.
• The file will open and start to download directly in the OverDrive application. 
• In just a few seconds your eBook should be read to read! 

Returning an eBook early on your iOS device:
• When you finish reading your eBook, returning it early to the collection allows you to 

borrow more books and gets the book to the next person a little quicker. 
• There is no early return feature in the OverDrive Media Console app.
• There is another iPhone/iPad app available for free download that does allow for 

early returns: The Bluefire Reader. 
• The Bluefire Reader can open .ascm files emailed to your iOS device exactly like the 

OMC. 
• When you finish reading the eBook, simply open the Bluefire Reader, tap on the blue 

circle near the title, and return the eBook to the collection. 
• The eBook should be removed from your account and returned to the general 

collection. 
• Thank you!



       

Returning an eBook early with Adobe Digital Editions from a desktop/laptop 
computer:
• When you finish reading your eBook, returning it early to the collection allows you to 

borrow more books and gets the book to the next person a little quicker. 
• There is no early return feature in the OverDrive Media Console app. 
• Using your PC or Mac computer, download the eBook, opening the book in Adobe 

Digital Editions. 
• If installing the ADE software and using it for the first time, you will need to also 

authorize the software with your Adobe ID. 
• Go to the “Library View” in ADE. (You should see the smaller book covers.)
• Mouse-over the book cover and notice a small arrow appear to the left of the cover. 
• Click on that small arrow. 
• Return the title. 
• The eBook should be removed from your account and returned to the general 

collection. 
• Thank you! 


